




2024 in Review
A Year of Struggles, Faith, and Hope



Pastor Nelu Burcea, PhD, 





8 January 2024  I  A/HRC/55/47

HATRED ON THE BASIS OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 

REPORTSREPORTS

10 January 2024   I  A/HRC/55/35

RIGHTS OF PERSONS BELONGING TO NATIONAL OR ETHNIC, RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC 
MINORITIES   

    



COMBATING INTOLERANCE, NEGATIVE STEREOTYPING AND STIGMATIZATION OF, AND 
DISCRIMINATION, INCITEMENT TO VIOLENCE AND VIOLENCE AGAINST, PERSONS BASED ON 
RELIGION OR BELIEF

         

      

      

PANEL DISCUSSION ON COUNTERING RELIGIOUS HATRED CONSTITUTING INCITEMENT TO 
DISCRIMINATION, HOSTILITY OR VIOLENCE 

            

REPORTSREPORTS
18 January 2024  I  A/HRC/55/74

14 May 2024  I  A/HRC/56/39



PRESERVING THE GAINS AND PUSHING BACK AGAINST THE GLOBAL ATTACK ON CIVIC 
SPACE AND GROWING AUTHORITARIANISM 

               

                
          

                 
                    

                    
                     
              

         

PEACE AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF
          

14 May 2024  I  A/HRC/56/50

           
               

IMPACT, OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES OF NEUROTECHNOLOGY WITH REGARD TO 
THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF ALL HUMAN RIGHTS

       8 August 2024  I  A/HRC/57/61

REPORTSO S

18 July 2024  I  A/79/182



MANDATE OF SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY
           I   

 and to 
on d  nt n  t  o ndat on  ad   t  andat  o d  n  o   o t  ad o  

on this so tion  htt s ndo s o

RESOLUTIONSSO U O S

 o a  h  o n i  a s on a  tat s to ns  th   a i ation o  a  h an i hts and to st n th n 
and o ot  a t  o  a  ad o  a o t this so tion  htt s ndo s o

HUMAN RIGHTS AND A CULTURE OF PEACE
so tion ado t d  th  an i hts o n i  on  i     I  A/HRC/RES/55/17  

 or 
i  and r s tat s to st   th ir orts to ro ot  and rot t r do  o  tho ht  ons i n  and 

r i ion or i  ad or  a o t this r so tion  htt s do s n or n

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF
so tion ado t d  th  an i hts o n i   on  ri     I  A/HRC/RES/55/16 





tand  a ainst hat
htt s n s n or n stor

26 January 2024
CRIME PREVENTION

Hate is growing at an alarming speed, and the world must strongly denounce forces of division, 
especially in the wake of the abhorrent 7 October terror attacks in Israel, the UN Secretary-General 
said on Friday, opening a ceremony in the General Assembly Hall commemorating victims of the 
Holocaust.

dan ar a s  hi dr n a in  i thr at nin  a n trition
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9 February 2024 
HUMAN RIGHTS

A staggering 700,000 children in Sudan face the worst and most life-threatening form of hunger 
after 300 days of war, UN humanitarians warned on Friday.
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19 February 2024
HUMANITARIAN AID

23 February 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

After a year of hype surrounding the latest version of ChatGPT and other new AI tools, governments 
are starting to make concerted efforts to bring in effective regulations on the use of this powerful 
technology, with the support of the UN science agency, UNESCO. 

At least 25 million people are struggling with soaring rates of hunger and malnutrition as the crisis 
arising from the war in Sudan sends shockwaves around the region, the UN World Food Programme. 
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26 January 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

UN independent human rights experts on Wednesday urged the Government of Bangladesh to 
undertake key reforms to reverse “repressive trends” and restore dialogue.
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25 February 2024
LAW & CRIME PREVENTION

26 February 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

Cybercrime is a multi-trillion-dollar business. Drugs and weapons are being bought on the “dark 
web”, fraudsters are eecing members of the public in elaborate online scams, and terrorists are 
grooming supporters and recruiting ghters. 

War crimes, racism, arbitrary detention and rape as a weapon of war: these just a few of the pressing 
international issues over which the UN Human Rights Council deliberates.
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1 March 2024
PEACE AND SECURITY

Repeated warnings from humanitarians over desperate food insecurity and imminent famine in 
Gaza came into focus on Friday amid reports from the enclave’s authorities that a tenth child had 
died from malnutrition and dehydration.
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discrimination               
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19 March 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

8 March 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

18 March 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. T rk stressed that broadly de ned and vague provisions in the Bill could lead to the criminalization 
of a wide range of conduct protected under international human rights law, including the freedoms of 
expression and peaceful assembly, as well as the right to receive and impart information.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on Friday outlined a comprehensive set of measures 
to counter religious hatred, emphasizing the urgent need for concerted action to address the rising 
levels of discrimination and violence.

Iranian security forces shot hundreds of people who took part in widespread protests sparked by the 
death of Jina Mahsa Amini while she was in the custody of the country’s so-called morality police, top 
independent human rights investigators said on Monday.

16 April 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

 ad rs ca  or mor  action to nd racism and discrimination
htt s n s n or n stor

Tuesday marked the opening of the third session of the UN Permanent Forum on People of African 
Descent, bringing together anti-racism activists, human rights defenders, government delegations 
and others. 

21 March 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

rm d ro s contin  t rror cam ai n across r ina aso
htt s n s n or n stor
Large parts of Burkina Faso are being terrorized by armed groups and the rampant insecurity is 
“beyond alarming”, said the UN human rights chief on Thursday following a brief visit to the country. 
Around 6.3 million out of a population of 20 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance.
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3 May 2024
PEACE AND SECURITY

The escalating violence in North Kivu in the country’s east has triggered a massive exodus to 
Goma, which now hosts over 500,000 people who have been displaced. Internally displaced people 
account for at least 12 of those killed and a further 31 injured when their camps were shelled by M23 
rebels in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
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31 May 2024
GLOBAL

The thorny issue of how to protect the unwary from deepfakes was just one of the key issues in 
the spotlight at a UN conference on Arti cial Intelligence (AI) held in Geneva this week, where a 
staggering 25,000 enthusiasts – and robots - from 145 countries added their voices to longstanding 
calls for checks and balances on the all-conquering tech.
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20 May 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

Renewed violence and the destruction of property in Buthidaung has resulted in the displacement 
of potentially tens of thousands of civilians, mostly Rohingya. The Myanmar military has stoked 
tensions between Rohingya and ethnic Rakhine, said UN rights chief Volker Türk.

cord  mi ion int rna  dis ac d in  ac d r ort r a s
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14 May 2024
MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

The number of people living in internal displacement soared to a record 75.9 million last year. “As 
the planet grapples with con icts and disasters, the staggering numbers of 47 million new internal 
displacements tells a harrowing tale,” said IOM Deputy Director General Ugochi Daniels.
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8 June 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

Imagine daily life without your sight, hearing or a limb or living with the challenges of neurodiversity 
or paralysis. That’s a reality for some. One in six of us – or 16 per cent – of the global population 
had a disability in 2023, according to the World Health Organization.

tori s rom th   rchi  i rian o  a r at  cond mns on in  hat
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13 June 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

While the world celebrates the Day for Countering Hate Speech, we are looking back at how Nobel 
Laureate for Literature, Wole Soyinka, wielded powerful words to clobber online hate speech, call 
out religious extremism and refute the notion that human rights are imposed by the West. Religious 
extremism was holding the world to ransom by using religion as an excuse for crimes against 
humanity, said the author, who also served on a panel on peace and dialogue among cultures with 
the UN Educational, Scienti c and Cultural Organization.



 ri hts co nci  cond mns anmar a s s  r s imm diat  action
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10 July 2024 
HUMAN RIGHTS

The UN Human Rights Council on Wednesday reiterated its deep concern over the crisis in Myanmar, 
amid reports of widespread abuses by the military and opposition armed groups, including forced 
conscription of Rohingya community members and their use as human shields.

hanistan   ars o  st ad  d cation ro r ss a most i d o t
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14 August 2024 
HUMAN RIGHTS

Afghanistan is currently the only country in the world where secondary and higher education is 
strictly forbidden to women and girls over age 12. New UNESCO data shows that Afghanistan had 
only 5.7 million girls and boys in primary school in 2022, compared with 6.8 million in 2019.

 o itica  ra in an ad sh ro id s historic o ort nit  or r orm
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16 August 2024 
HUMAN RIGHTS

The political transition underway in Bangladesh represents an historic opportunity to ensure 
governance is anchored in human rights, inclusivity and the rule of law, the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights said on Friday.
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22 August 2024 
PEACE AND SECURITY

As the world marks the International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based 
on Religion or Belief on Thursday, the UN Secretary-General urges a renewed global commitment 
to ensuring everyone can live free from “fear, stigma, and persecution,” regardless of their religion 
or beliefs. 

tam  o t hat  s ch  rs c tion as d on aith
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21 August 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

Online hate is often a driver of violent physical attacks against religious minorities, said the UN chief 
on Tuesday, calling on governments, community and religious leaders, to “speak out against hate 
and incitement to violence.” “Around the world, people and communities, particularly minorities, 
face intolerance, discrimination and threats – to their places of worship, their livelihoods and even 
their lives”, he said.

nocid  r ntion ad is r arns o  o a  thr at os d  hat  s ch
htt s n s n or n stor

14 June 2024
PEACE AND SECURITY

“Violence does not start when physical attacks are launched. Violence often starts with words. 
Words of hatred spread intolerance, divide societies, promote and endorse discrimination and incite 
violence,” said Special Adviser of the Secretary on the Prevention of Genocide.



r dom o  r ssion a so nd r r  in a a ar  ri hts rt sa s
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18 October 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

No con ict in recent times has threatened freedom of expression so far beyond its borders as the war 
in Gaza, an expert appointed by the UN Human Rights Council said on Friday in New York. 

ic c tion in hanistan cond mn d as c ar h man ri hts io ation
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13 November 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

A public execution carried out in a sports stadium in Afghanistan drew condemnation from senior UN 
of cials on Wednesday, who demanded an immediate end to such practices by the ruling Taliban.
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30 September 2024 
PEACE AND SECURITY

There has been a notable reduction in ghting among warring parties in the volatile east since a 
30 July cease re - announced by the DRC and Rwanda during a meeting facilitated by Angola.  
“However, today, there is an active framework for dialogue between the DRC and Rwanda invested 
in proactive mediation, sparing no efforts to resolve this con ict, and genuine prospects for peace 
which are now possible,” she added.

ran  i ic s ac  shrin s as c tions ris  arns ind nd nt ri hts rt
htt s n s n or n int r i

13 November 2024
HUMAN RIGHTS

Civic space in the Islamic Republic of Iran is shrinking, as human rights defenders and journalists 
continue to be targeted and charged for “vaguely de ned national security offences”, Mai Sato, the 
independent UN expert on the human rights situation in the country has said.

ha in  h man ri hts or a
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11 December 2024
PEACE & SECURITY

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has paved the way forward when it was adopted in 
1948, inspiring more than 80 international treaties as well as UN photographers, who captured 
everyday struggles and triumphs over the decades in their latest photo essay on the heels of 
Human Rights Day.

 on  o  th  orst ars in histor  or chi dr n in con ict
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27 December 2024
PEACE AND SECURITY

From Palestine to Myanmar, Haiti to Sudan, the world is experiencing the highest number of con icts 
since the World War II. Almost 19 per cent of the world’s children – over 473 million – now live in con ict 
zones, and 47.2 million have been displaced by con ict and violence. Thousands of children have 
been killed and injured in Gaza, and in Ukraine“A child growing up in a con ict zone is far more likely 
to be out of school, malnourished, or forced from their home – too often repeatedly – compared to a 
child living in places of peace. This must not be the new normal.
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